BOLLINGER





This sketch of the Bollinger pioneers in Catawba County is submitted on behalf of Raleigh E. Bollinger, charter member of the Catawba County Historical Association and descendant of the pioneer Legion Bollinger.





There were three Bollinger pioneers who settled in the section of North Carolina presently known as Catawba County: Henry Bollinger whose will is dated 1771; Henry Bollinger whose will is dated 1774; and Legion Bollinger- who arrived in Catawba County from Pennsylvania about 1800.





HENRY BOLLINGER whose will is dated 1771: His will is on record at the Lincoln County Court House, and is very interestingly written.  It indicates that he was a large property owner, having left large tracts of land to each of his children.  In addition to other subsequent land grants, two of his sons, Henry and David, were granted 2560 acres of land by the State of North Carolina to be used for Iron Works in 1799.  His wife's name was Magdalena.  Sons: George, Henry, David, Abraham, Joseph, and Daniel.  Daughters: Elizabeth, Susanah, Magdelena, and Sophia.





HENRY BOLLINGER whose will is dated 1774: His will is on record at the Rowan County Court House.  His wife's name was Elizabeth Sons: John, Daniel, Philip, Peter, Jacob, David, Henry, Matthias, George Frederick, and Joseph.  Daughters: Caty and Elizabeth. From a sketch of the Bollinger family in Missouri, written by Peter R. Conrad, and furnished us by Walter Hahn of Hickory, we have learned the following items about this pioneer: Henry Bollinger was one of three brothers born In Switzerland, two of whom came to America, landing in Philadelphia on September 5, 1738, on the ship Winter Galley.  The brother who came to Americas also made his home in North Carolina but had no children.  Of Henry Bollinger's ten sons, seven went to Missouri early in January, 1800.  In 1796 or 1798 Col.  George Frederick Bollinger, the fourth son of the pioneer, went to Missouri, then known as the Upper Louisiana Territory, arranged with Governor Louis Lorimer to bring twenty families to the Territory, each family to receive land grants for 640 acres of land.  George Frederick Bollinger returned to North Carolina, and in 1800 moved twenty families to Missouri. There is a story also that one of George Frederick's daughters rode back to North Carolina on horseback to attend Salem College.  The Pioneer Henry Bollinger, was Revolutionary soldier end was shot at his home by the Tories.





LEGION BOLLINGER (1785-1857): This pioneer was the son of Christian Bollinger who came from Switzerland and settled in Pennsylvania, where he was killed by Indians and scalped, during a hunting trip.  His widow and children came from Pennsylvania by wagon train about 1800.  She settled in Catawba County and married Seabock.  She was buried at Fairgrove Church.  Legion was about 14 years old when he settled in Catawba County.  His sister Polly, was on the wagon train from Pa. She died et the age of 90 in l880 and was buried at Fairgrove Church. Legion's wife was Catherine Killian (1791-1873).  Sons: Jacob, Levi, Michael, Joseph, and Lucian.  Daughters: Ann and Polly.  Christian Bollinger brought from Switzerland, a coat and vest, very ornate, which had silver buttons with a coat of arms on the top and his initials "C.B." on the back, which was handed down to the oldest son in each generation, but was eventually lost.  He also brought some intricate carving items, since deteriorated, which were given to youngest sons.   The coat of arms was traced, through Pennsylvania  Historical and Museum Commission, and was found under the name of Bollinger von Huggenberq.  Elgg, Switzerland 1846, with the following notation, translated: "This coat of arms is that which a family of Bolingens bore from the time of the 14th Century.  Two canons of Zurich were of this family."





We find it interesting to note that although the name is spelled many ways in the early -records in land grants, census records, deeds, etc., each place a signature was found, such as on each of the two wills signed by the pioneers, the name was spelled Bollinger; also the coat of arms on file at Harrisburg is captioned Bollinger.


